[Carcinoid of pancreas--case report].
Carcinoid tumors are very common tumors of gastro-intestinal tract even though they are very rare in pancreatic area. A large number of patients with pancreatic carcinoma have nonspecific symptoms of disease which is the main cause of late operative treatment of advanced tumors as well as for a low rate of 5-years surviving (28,9% +/- 16%). A 69-year-old female patient was operated for a 7 cm large carcinoid in pancreatic corpus. Prior to the operation the patient did not have any symptoms of disease. Serotonin and 5-HIAA level was normal before the operation as well as afterwards. In this case distal hemipancreatectomy was done along with celiac, hepatic and lienal lymphadenoctomy. Liver metastasis was not found. The diagnosis of carcinoid was verified by postoperative histopathologic and imunohistochemical analysis. According to the experience of other authors, the operative treatment of pancreatic carcinoid is very often undertaken when dimensions of tumor exceed 7 cm. In this stage of disease distant metastases are present in more than 60% of patients. Only 23% of examinated patients have had carcinoid syndrome symptoms. According to this conclusion, the main role of diagnostic procedures is attributed to the computer tomography of abdomen as well as ERCP. The radical resection of pancreas with lymphadenectomy is recommended in order to have a precise histological examination and detect occult lymph node metastases. With radical surgical procedures even at this stage of disease the operation may be curative. Any kind of radical surgical treatment (depending of localizations of tumor, proximal or distal) is the main therapeutic procedure in pancreatic carcinoid.